
Thank you for purchasing the Northeastern Caboose from Rapido Trains, Inc. Please note that 
the recommended minimum radius for these cars is 18 inches. Be sure to give your model a quick 
inspection to ensure that the couplers are working correctly and the wheels are in gauge before 
putting it on your layout.

PROTOTYPE HISTORY
The so-called Northeastern Design Caboose was one of the first mass-produced all-steel construction 
cabooses. Originally designed by the Reading Company in the early 1920s, it was based in a 
proposed USRA design car, although the USRA design called for wood sheathing. The Reading built 
285 cars, spread through several classes. The earliest cars had solid underframes, but later cars 
were equipped with Duryea cushion underframes.

The Reading had such success with these cars that quickly other roads in the Northeast bought 
copies as well, including the Central Railroad of New Jersey, Lehigh & New England, Lehigh Valley, 
Pittsburgh & West Virginia and the Western Maryland. The Reading built some of these cars while 
others were built in the various railroad’s shops. With production spread out between so many 
locations and roads, variations were bound to be made to the original design. Different groups of 
cars were equipped with different trucks, running boards, steps, grabs and end wall windows (or 
lack thereof).

The cars soldiered on into Conrail and Chessie and saw service right up until the end of caboose 
operations on those roads. Many were sold second-hand to other railroads - Class 1 and shortlines 
alike. Because of their long life span and late service, many of these cabooses have gone on to be 
preserved either in museums, personal collections or even as part of hotels!

INTERIOR LIGHTING
Your caboose features interior lighting which works on DC and DCC track power systems. The 
interior lighting can be turned off by waving the Rapido Lighter magnetic wand over a hidden switch 
in roof. Just wave the wand sideways across the roof on the opposite side of the cupola from the 
smokestack to turn the lighting off and on. Please note that it is not designed for high-voltage (over 
15V) DC power packs or European AC systems.

LIMITED WARRANTY
Rapido Trains Inc. will send you any parts found to be missing or defective on this passenger 
car, provided they are available. This warranty does not cover any damage from shipping — 
including loose parts — that may occur after the car has left our warehouse. It also does not 
cover unexpected plunges to the train room floor. Please call 1 (855) LRC-6917 or email us at  
service@rapidotrains.com.

HELP AND SUPPORT
Please contact us if you have any problems with your caboose. Also please visit the Product Support 
section of our web site, as we often address common issues. The Product Support section of our web 
site also includes the exploded diagram of your car found on the other side of this page.

KEEP IN TOUCH
Please visit our web site and click on the link to sign up for our newsletter. That way you will not 
miss a single new release from Rapido, and we also give you behind-the-scenes information about 
the world of model railroading. You can also check us out on Facebook and see what we’ve been 
up to on our YouTube channel.

NORTHEASTERN CABOOSE




